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Another Rotary year is beginning to wind
down. This has been another amazing year
for the work of literacy activities around the
world. One of the keys that must happen is
continuity from one year to the next. The
second key is sustainability. Is what we are
doing sustainable?

The Montreal convention will soon be upon
us. Itis certainly not too late to travel to ROTARY READS!!

Canada, the relatively old city of Montreal, This is a catalogue of literacy projects, scored
when the weather will be wonderful. The  for ease of implementation, and is available
convention promises to be very worthwhile on the Zone 24 website. Just access the home
and the literacy booths will all be together page, click on Literacy and Education on the
again (bigger and better than last year!) and |eft hand side, then click on Rotary Reads,

two literacy breakout sessions are planned. again on the left hand side of the page.

There will be more details in the May issue  This is an excellent resource if your club is

" of this newsletter. looking for literacy programs.
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$ # The Rotary Club of Stabroek, Georgetown, math, English, science and sqcial 'studies are tqugh
Guyana, recently expanded its literacy project to ~ and outdoor sessions where time is spent learning
Region 5 ( Mahaica/ West Berbice), which is about sports such as volleyball, football and crickeTHis
0 100 miles from Georgetown down the coast, a approach does not connote that learning will not
% & ( release from the club said. require some effort, but simply that learning i$ no
seen as monotonous.” According to the club,
The literacy initiative commenced in March 2007 ~ currently, Region Five boasts 14 literacy sites
$1$ ) with 50 youths in Buxton and its environs, the spanning from Belladrum to Rosignol which

collectively serve an average of 200 youths per
week. Each site is run by a volunteer teacher who
coordinates and implements project activities.

release said, noting that current enrolment in the
project is more than 300 and demand is increasing.

According to the club, predesigned assessments ) . ) )

and anecdotal evidence indicates marked increase - 1 Nis project will expand a successful literacy

in numeracy and literacy skills of beneficiary instruction model to help youth struggling with

students. “ The success of this project has pregell Ieammg differences, prowdlng.a structured,' agrin

the club to expand its literacy initiative to areds ~ €nvironment to help youth achieve academic

need targeting vulnerable children who have success...,” the club said.

limited access to extra tuition.” The project

encourages youths to see |earning to read as a Rotary International sees Iiteracy as a means to

shared pleasure and a valuable skill, and is sustainable human development and the Rotary

premised on the enjoyable aspects of reading and Club of Stabroek is demonstrating its commitment

writing since it is underpinned by the belief titat to fulfilling this mission through its ongoing sump

is easier to learn something when actively involved for literacy initiatives. The club pledges its

and having fun, the club said in the release. assistance to the projects through the provision of
reading books, teaching aids, stationery, financial

The youths meet for classroom activities where and moral support, the release added.
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The following article, submitted by Zone 4 B LiteyaCoordinator
Gulam A. Vahanvaty, highlights the positive impane club can
have when its members are committed to an hobgiroach to
sustainable development, including addressings$igei of literacy
and education:

The entire Palghar-Jawahar tribal belt is a “regibdarkness”.
Power and water are scarce; there is a woefuldéeklucational and
medical facilities; in spite of having substantaihfall, lack of
forest cover results in precious top soil beinghvealsaway; wells in
the area run dry from February to June (when Monsomrmally
arrive); and women have to walk long, weary mileghie quest for
water.

The Bombay Mid Town club has been contributing est flas it can,
with the help of Rotary Foundation projects, tcktachese major
problems. Villages have been provided with 81 deme wells (to a
depth of more than 250 feet) for drinking waterving the needs of
more than 100,000 people.

To address the problem of top soil erosion andawige plentiful
water for multiple crops, the club has embarked dwatershed
Area Development Project” covering Potkhal & Bastlages of
Vikramgarh Taluka-- a total area of 673 hectareghiv 15 months,
over 50,000 saplings have been planted in a ‘refatien’ drive.
‘Gully Plugs’ and “Contour Staggered Trenches” hedptrol rain
water flow and minimize its destructive force. Tiaoge dams have
been built across a nearby stream to save 2 mijjadions of water
yearly, for multi-crop agriculture. Another 6 mdh gallons will be
recharging the underground aquifer each year. Hmidéncomes
are expected to rise dramatically. The entire ptdgewoven around
an elected body called ‘Watershed Management Caehitvhich
oversees the work. All unskilled labour is providsadvillagers who
are paid daily by the Rotary club.

Simultaneously, the club is tackling the issueroivrling better
education facilities, so that the educational ksfraicture is
modernized and conditions made comfortable foresttelwho today
sit on the hard floor and bend for hours, scrildptam paper placed on
the floor.

Through the Rotarians’ own contributions, as welhaMatching
Grant sanctioned recently by The Rotary Foundattomgclub is
providing the following facilities :-

BALWADIS

Bombay Mid Town club members have just completgara
cooperative venture with the community of Bastéagi. A new
‘Balwadi’ was required for about 30 pre-school stis, who were
literally being taught in the open, under a trée. elderly widow
donated a plot of land, the villagers providedIdi®ur, and the Mid
Town club provided money for building materials €Tew
‘Balwadi’ has been completed and is operating.

Students from Allegheny College, PA, USA, visitiog a “cross
cultural experience program”, donated money to tthie school,
provide a tiled flooring, as well as a cupboardgcteer’s chair and
table. They also provided sets of basic text bdoksdl four Balwadis
of Baste and Potkhal villages.

A generous member of our club is providing thres s€new
uniforms to all children attending the new ‘Balwadi

MIDDLE SCHOOLS

Both villages have a ‘Middle School’ each with das from | to VII.
However, though government-run, their facilities teaching are
very primitive, as already mentioned.

Through a Matching Grant that has recently beemaygpul, the
following will happen:

- 150 students of Class | to IV will be providedifjbbench’
seating;

- Supplementary seating will be provided to studenfts
classes V to VII by way of seventeen ‘joint desks’;

- Seven black boards, with stands, will replace waut
ones;

- Twelve teacher’s desks , along with arm chairs being
provided for Middle Schools & Balwadis;

- Thirty-six moulded plastic chairs are being preddor
visitors;

-+ Six steel cupboards and two library book cupboaiitite
supplied;

- Both schools & Balwadis will be provided with etgh
stainless steel water filters;

- All equipment is being provided to each schoolthesd
students get a glass of milk daily, for improvihgit
nutritional intake;

- Middle schools will receive a lump-sum amount for
updating their libraries and purchasing equipmenstience
experiments; and
six adult literacy classes will begin by provigisolar-
power lighting and fees for teachers and study-kit
about 120 adults will be paid for.
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The following article briefly describes an everdguking
from a collaboration between The Rotary Club ofdrio
West, District 7070 (southern Ontario, Canada)thed
Toronto District School Board. It was submitted3andra
Buie, Vice Principal of Humberwood Downs Junior Mdliel
School.

In the spring of 2009, Humberwood Downs Junior Nidd
Academy hosted the very first North West One Speech
Competition in which nine schools participated.d&tuts
participated in the primary division grades 1-3)iqu
division grades 4-6 and intermediate levels.

The organizers are very appreciative of the Rafdump of
Toronto West for all their support to this initiagi They
have been very generous with their donation. Tdkaufy
club and North West 1 schools continue to work tiogefor
the good of the students.

The judges at the event included representation fro
Toastmasters, The Rotary Club of Toronto

West, Superintendents, a Staff Sargeant from 238sidn
and our new Director of Education, Dr. Chris Spentkey
had a difficult time coming up with a winner froraah
category.

% (

As educators, we believe that reading and writiflg w
grow our students into literate confident adultst B
being able to speak in public about what we hasad re
and what we have written is another milestone in a
student’s life. Our students have demonstratedithi
their performances. The participant’'s enthusiasm,
maturity and skills were all amazing.

We are proud to announce that Humberwood will be
hosting the North West/North East Etobicoke speech
competition for the second year

The more children read and write, the better spsake
they will be. Let the children speak!

When we look for projects in the literacy area, sometimes wethatep backwards and consider the three keys for
sustainability of Rotary: namely water and sanitation; liteeawy education; and health and hunger. This is exactly
what happened at Government Girls High School, Tiruchengpodie, when it was found the school had totally
inadequate toilets. So the first project was to instdéitoivhich addresses both sanitation and health issues. The
photos below show the new toilets reported by Rotarian Shanmuga Sundaram.
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The following article was submitted by Gulam Vahatyy
Zone 4 (B) Literacy Coordinator:

The Rotary Club of Bombay Seacoast (D. 3140) hase
literacy as their major project for this Rotary yé@awork with
schools in urban Mumbai and rural areas of Maharasthere
children from poor socio-economic backgrounds stutlge
club divided their literacy project into seven area

1. Library upgrades;

2. Science laboratory upgrades;

3. Computer literacy;

4, Character literacy;

5. Distribution of notebooks and writing materials; For the character literacy project, an inter-scledotution

6. Scholarships to female students; and competition on “values and ethics” was organizedfirich 300

7. Merit prizes to poor deserving students. school children witnessed 35 students from 17 Sshta&e part
in speaking on a variety of topics concerning valaed ethics.

At the St. Elias School, the first school to bepigal with The event was attended by DG TN Subramanrian.

laboratory and library equipment, PDG and Zonetéracy
Resource Coordinator Gulam Vahanvaty can be sete at
opening of the new facilities.

The library upgrades included cupboards for books,

encyclopedias, dictionaries, and CDs. School iatiovere Finally, the photo below shows one of the needidcéin
encouraged to let the students borrow the booke T receiving her merit prize for commerce which willijp her
laboratory upgrades include new equipment, chesiead obtain further education at college in the nextacaic year.

charts for the sciences to be put up in a propgmroMany
schools were given computers which were used {o $tedents
who had not finished school to access training seair

The president of the Bombay Seacoast club, Abanddwalla,
reports that ten schools have benefitted from tbgrgam of
upgrading libraries, laboratories and providing poiters in
Mumbai and rural areas. All schools were giveniespf the
Green Earth anthem of District 3140 for recitatiotheir
school assemblies and programs after the Nationdiein so

that school children learn early about the waysoimbat global Dr. Rakesh Sinha to
warming. Kajal Bhadricha,

- -~ | ] a
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The following was submitted by Helene Kalfuss, Z@te “Literacy for All"” Schools in Cape Town
Literacy Coordinator: r o

The Ontario (California) Rotary Club has actively
supported literacy for students at home and abrdaaf.

the fourth straight year, the club will raise funts
support the education of a young student, Goodluck
Apolinary Mushy, (age 11 at this time) in Tanzan@ne
thousand dollars per year pays for Goodluck's sthoo
tuition, school uniforms and school materials, adl\as
providing a small amount of money for his fathesjrzgle
parent, to care for Goodluck. Ontario Rotarian ttieo
Leveque, visits Tanzania regularly and maintainstact
with Goodluck and his father to assess the on-going
success of Goodluck’s educational opportunities.

The club also annually supports the Promise foicafr
Literacy (PAL) program, which provides textbooksdan
school lunches for students in schools in Tanzanid
South Africa. Textbooks are purchased in Tanzan@  Under the leadership of Ontario Rotarian Alan Wapne
or South Africa and meet the educational standard§ntario Rotary also actively participated in theaBiag
cultures, and languages of the respective countrieBy 9 program in 2008 by providing library books to
Because of the measured progress made by studethts i Edison Elementary School in the Ontario-Montclair
first PAL school in South Africa, the club, in camption  School District. Although Reading By 9 is no longe
with four clubs in South Africa and Arcadia Rotary available, the club will continue to provide libyar
District 5300, successfully completed a matchingngr books for schools through Rotary Readers.
which expanded the literacy program used in thst fir
school to seven additional schools in 2008. Clulpntario Rotarians Dick Gerety and Dottie Leveque
members on both sides of the Atlantic are eagerlyerve on the literacy committee for District 53@Dick
awaiting the results of South Africa’s 2010 Natibfiasts has served on the committee since 2008 and assisted
to see how well the students in these new scha@s ayith the implementation of the One Million Books
doing with the Literacy For All program! program for the Rotary International Conferencedhel

in Los Angeles in 2008.
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The following article was also submitted by Helene  These photos were taken in the classrooms antrites
Kalfuss, Zone 26 Literacy Coordinator, and desed@e  how exciting it is to have a child listening intirend
simple yet effective program for clubs to support: absorbing the gift of story telling.

The Rotary Club of Temecula Noon, USA, is sending
hard cover books each month to five hundred
children as an affiliate of the Dolly Parton's Iriregion
Library. The beauty of this program is that théddrken
receive the books in their mailbox. The excitenwnt
having a book arrive in the mail greatly enhanbes t
value to both the parent and the child. It becothat
much more personal and special.

Some of the club’s Rotarians also read each week to
children in the Temecula HEADSTART program, as
well as the FIRST FIVE classes. Recently theydad
City Councilman, a local police officer, and othezad

to the children. They especially appreciate that t
parents are present and are able to instill betteting
habits for themselves and their families. Thegsema

are studying English as a Second Language (ESL) and
attend classes with their children; thus we haee t
opportunity to impact the entire family.

O O O 6

making a difference by giving books to local elementary %
school students. Every student in pre-school, kindergart
and first and second grades receives one book as part o
project. The photo shows delivery of 252 books for the
Blanche Pope and Waimanalo Elementary schools.
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The following article was written for the Sanforeitdld,
Sanford, North Carolina and was submitted by Jooresh
Rotarian Larry Aiken:

The 3 Rotary Clubs in Sanford, North Carolina hagen
helping with Character Education in four elementseiools
and applying the 4-Way Test. Jonesboro Rotary @Glub
matched with Edwards and Greenwood. San-Lee Sunris
Rotary is working with Ingram Elementary and thefad
Rotary is matched with Tramway Elementary. At2008
Rotary International Convention in LA, Rotariansrfr
33,000 Rotary Clubs around the world were encoutage
share the Rotary 4-Way Test and support “Character
Counts” programs in schools. If students (and ewesy
would consider these four guidelines before théynk, act,
and do”, the world would be a better place.

4-Way Test (paraphrased for Edwards Elementary).

Is it the Truth?,

Is it Fair?,

Will it Build Friendships?
Will it Help Others?

Kindness, caring, and giving to help others arejunstttraits
our kids study in school as part of their CharaEgucation
Program. The fifth Graders at Edwards put kindrietss
practice this recent holiday season! They dectdembllect
and give the Christians United Outreach Center ednn
goods, hand-made Christmas/Holiday cards and omizme
toys (both new and gently used) and more. (seearngict

Each month our Lee County Schools focus on a key
character trait. Since the beginning of the sclyear, many
Jonesboro Rotarians have been involved twice amaeith
the Character Education Program at J. Glenn Edwards
Elementary and Greenwood Elementary.

In December the trait has been “Kindness/Carinfi&raur
kids studied and practised the traits of Respect,
Responsibility, and Cooperation earlier this yedr's Up
to Me” is the motto for our kids when is comesttiode
character traits and the traits of Good Judgmeumntir&he,
Integrity, Self-Discipline, and Perseverance tshelied
and practised in 2010.

One major way our Lee County community demonstrates
Kindness/Caring is though the many food programs
available to feed those in need. The recent adgdotthe
fifth Graders at Edwards Elementary shared the maays
food is available. The assembly was presenteacbgsboro
Rotarians and Teresa Dew, Executive Director of the
Christians United Outreach Center. Rotarians regtethe
food services provided to those in need, such advim
Wheels, the Bread Basket, the Bread of Life, Stomdrér-
Now (International Food Program) and more. Tetksa
spoke to the kids about one of the largest foodigers in

Lee County, the Christians United Outreach Cer@&i@C
- a coalition of 66 local churches). Her CUOC preation
included a virtual facility tour, a review of theaanatic
increase in demand for food to feed local familas] need
for financial aid. Over 5,000 families have reeslv
assistance through CUOC. After the kids heard Saése
presentation, they wanted to personally help ankkeraa
difference for CUOC by collecting food, holiday darand
ornaments, plus toys for Christmas.

The kids at Edwards Elementary certainly met thaly
Test by “Helping Many Others” at CUOC this Holiday/
Christmas. The Lee County Schools need more
organizations and service clubs like Rotary to lsbigre
monthly Character Education Programs in partnerafitip
additional schools to help more kids develop gooaracter
and contribute to their community, just like thiéHiGraders
at Edwards have done.

Many thanks to all of you for sending me stories afut
your activities. Please keep them coming along \kithe
photos.
| think you can tell what a difference it makes wha we
can share around the Rotary world all the wonderful
projects and programs that we are all involved in.
Together we can demonstrate all the ways in which
Rotarians have embraced the message that

“The Future of Rotary is in Your Hands”.

In talent In dedication to
“Service Above Self”

In time



General Coordinator:
Assistant Coordinator:

Asia:

Europe
Central, South America:

North America (US, Can.) Roger Hayward

Zone Coordinator

Richard Hattwick

" /

Area Coordinators

Saowalak Rattanavich
South Pacific, South Asid: F %
Africa, parts of Europe : 4 G

Pierre-Louis Doucet

%

Rosa Maria Acevedo degviaz

8 % % %E&& ( ((*&
+ % B898+E* ( (
F1 8B8 E ( ((*&
B/S/ % & % & -E(

B(:$ /(H E (

=(/$! E (%

=:$:((H E

D( /$ I E (
D(:$4&%!( > > E

(133 K 1 E (

(%@ J K (  E#

6( 4 E & ((

9( <K E (

8, /1$G < 8E (

8, :$J ((K 8,,98,E +=( (

88 / ( E (

88K 0 & E (
8+/ E

8 /$J 1 % E
8($K L) > / E ( & (&
8(0 @() & E

8B(K <3 ( E (
8=(/$0 </ " &( E (

8=(:$" ( % WE & (

8D /$: K E& (%
8D(:$/ >* % >* %E  ( (&

Zone Coordinator

8D() @ %
(*& 8-1 @

86 /$

86( :$0 &&

89 (

+, 1% $J( (0

4 $

K LO O
+( $H
+8 /83 )& <H
+8( :$J K $

++(/$ 0 (

++ :$ >

HB" X
(8" |
+B(0 % @(H
+=

+DK G
+0 %
+64 /(H
+9J I(F

»Jd K $
8(4 @
+J(
S (K
B(: )

% 11

& " k& + &
. #" &
& &% */

richardhattwick @bellsourtet
E (

s_rattarf@@ibotmail.com

% E ((
E (>
in memorium

acevedob@prodigy.net.mx
rhayd@ sympatico.ca

( %E (
E ((%
E 8B( (
& (&& E% (

&% B ((
E (
% E((
& E % (
E((
* %8 E (
E & (
E > (
"E %H(
E L (
E (

"#H % #E &'$ # &S (& )

>*

o012 3

(%



